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     By Matthew Filipek  
Museum Intern 

     

  Artesian wells are a largely unnoticed, 
but important part of Ashlandôs identity. 
Many people drive by the wells every day, 
or get water from them, without a second 
thought. 
   The two most known artesian wells are 
in Prentice and Maslowski parks, but 
there are many wells throughout the area. 

Many citizens of Ashland know little re-
garding these wells or their history, 
though it is tightly tied to the rest of the 
Cityôs past. 
    It is still unknown from where the arte-
sian wells are fed. Some believe the water 
is from streams in Canada, others think it 
is fed from rivers closer to Ashland. A 
number of early citizens of Ashland, in-
cluding Dr. Charles Booth, believed the  

Continued on Page 5 

Going to the well 

Museum file photo 

Gathering  at Prentice Park,  near the artesian water, has always been a popular activity in the Ash-

land area. Here, in the early 20th century, a group of young people mug for the camera. 

Area artesian wells are abundant,  

but water source remains mystery 



I   am happy to announce that we have a new museum manager, Richard J. 
(Dick) Pufall. 

  He has been on board with us since Feb-
ruary 29.  
   Dick is an Ashland native and has a rich 
background in journalism and a love of  
history and for his hometown. (See story, 
Page 5).  
   Please stop on down to visit with Dick at 
the Ashland Historical Society Museum 
(AHSM). 
   Northland College history major Mat-
thew Filipek finished his internship with 
us this spring and graduated in May. We 
want to thank him for his contributions 
and wish him the best in his future endeav-
ors. 
   Summer activities are filling up the mu-
seum calendar and among them is the an-
nual cemetery walk. This year it will be  
held at Mt. Hope Cemetery from 2-4 p.m. 
on July 4th. 

    Our annual goal-setting meeting was 
held May 11th. Our manager, along with 
board members, volunteers and members  
met at the Bay Area Rural Transit (BART) 
building to set short and long-term goals. 
Two of our short-term goals include ask-
ing the City of Ashland for a sign on U.S. 
Highway 2 that would direct travelers to 
our museum and to double our member-
ship by June of 2017. 
   You can help us with that campaign by 
buying a membership for family members, 
classmates and friends.  
   One important long-term goal for the 
AHSM is to record oral histories of our 
older citizens who have a wealth of infor-
mation that we need to document. 
    As you make your summer plans, please 
include a stop to the AHSM. We have new 
displays to tweak your interest and high 
school and college yearbooks for those of 
you coming to town for reunions.  
  We also have a nice variety of Ashland 
items in our Gift Shop. 

Presidentõs Corner 
 By Tory Stroshane  

Mission 

Statement  

 

The Ashland Historical 

Society, a non -profit 

volunteer organization 

promotes the 

appreciation of local 

history and pride of 

community through a 

visual connection to the 

past by collecting and 

preserving 

memorabilia and 

artifacts, stories and 

traditions and by 

functioning as an 

educational resource.  
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Ashland Historical Society 

Board of Directors 
 

Tory Stroshane, President 

 

Kathy Culligan, Vice Pres. 

 

Barbara Suminski, Treasurer 

 

Rose Bents, Secretary 

 

Jeff Cate 

 

Joan Haukaas 

 

Bob Klamerus 

 

Ed Monroe 

 

Elizabeth Preston 

 

Amy Tromberg 

 

Museum Manager 
 

Richard J. Pufall 

With manager on board,  

sails set to grow membership 

 

It was equal parts 

social and seri-

ous as AHSM 

board members, 

volunteers and 

the museum 

manager gather 

at the Bay Area 

Rural Transit 

(BART) building 

on May 11 to set 

short and long-

term goals and ñ 

of course ñ eat   

some pizza. 
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New Displays at the Museum 

The newest exhibit at the Ashland Historical Society Museum features 

womenõs fashions from the 1900s to the 1960s, and was created by mu-

seum volunteers Rose Knapp and Rita Kovach. So, if youõve never seen a 

mourning chain, an afternoon dress, a blue star hanky, a mink stole, or a 

buttonhook, stop by the museum, located at 509 Main Street West.  

William D. Leahy was an 

1892 graduate of Ashlandõs 

old Central High School long 

before going on to become 

Fleet Admiral Leahy, and the 

top advisor to Presidents 

Franklin D. Roosevelt and 

Harry S. Truman during 

World War II. 

She wonõt be the new face of the 10-dollar bill. But 

nearly 60 years ago, she was the most famous 

face in town and the honored guest of the City of 

Ashland. She was Eleanor Roosevelt (third from 

the left, above) wife of President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt, and she had spent 12 years in the 

White House as the longest-serving First Lady in 

United States history. 

Reuben Pingel, at 102, is the last surviving ore 

puncher in Ashland's history. Whatõs an ore punch-

er? Well, these were burly, hard-working musclemen 

with families to feed. They worked Ashlandõs five ore 

docks from the late 19th 

century until 1965. They 

worked 8- to 12-hour days, 

sometimes seven days a 

week, wielding eight-foot-

long steel bars that weighed 

more than 30 pounds.  

 

To do their work, the ore punchers perched precari-

ously on eight-inch wooden planks atop the ore cars. 

Each car had a trap-door at the bottom that, when 

opened, would allow the iron ore to fall down into 

the huge pockets on the sides of the ore dock.   

 

More often than not, the ore refused to cooperate. 

So the ore punchers used those heavy bars to literal-

ly punch the stubborn ore that would sometimes 

clog the opening at the bottom of each car. 


