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Museum file photo
Gathering at Prentice Park, near the artesian water, has always been a popular activity in the As
land area. Here, in the early 20th century, a group of young people mug for the camera.

Area artesian wells are abundant
but water source remains mystery

By Matthew Filipek Many citizens of A
Museum Interngarding these well
though it is tight
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Many peopl e dri ve diyard heelwMmed | &sr e vieg
or get water from jtshefm,omisdthroaud msa is
t hought is fed from river
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Ashland Historical Society|
Board of Directors

Tory Stroshane, President
Kathy Culligan, Vice Pres.
Barbara Suminski, Treasurer
Rose Bents, Secretary
Jeff Cate
Joan Haukaas
Bob Klamerus
Ed Monroe
Elizabeth Preston
Amy Tromberg

Museum Manager
Richard J. Pufall

Mission

Statement

The Ashland Historical
Society, a non -profit
volunteer organization
promotes the
appreciation of local
history and pride of
community through a
visual connection to the
past by collecting and
preserving
memorabilia and
artifacts, stories and
traditions and by
functioning as an

educational resource.

Presi dent 0s

By Tory Stroshane

With manager on board,
salls set to grow membershiy
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Our annsatlt igm@l meet i n

am happy to annbehdeMahatllive. h®ue| mar
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Page 5) . ship by June of 2017.
Pl ease stop on dowYouwocamshel pvi o0 & Wi ck
the Ashland Historbhewiln®@oai me mbdMuskiupn f
( AHS M) classmates and frignd:
Northland Coll ege Gnestiomyoinaa mr giMahm g f or
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hel d at Mt. Ho#de pCaoiire tad rsyo fhraovrme 22 ni e v
on July 4¢th. items in our Gift Shoy

It was equal parts
social and seri-
ous as AHSM
board members,
volunteers and
the museum
manager gather
at the Bay Area
Rural Transit
(BART) building
on May 11 to set
short and long
term goals andfi
of coursefi eat
some pizza.
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New Displays at the Museum

William D. Leahy was an
1892 graduate
old Central High School long
before going on to become

The newest exhibit at the Ashland Historical Society Museum features Fleet Admiral Leahy, and the

womenodos fashions from

the 1900s tlotogabvisorfb Présitients a n ¢

seum volunteers Rose Knapp and Ril|tREanli®D. Roodevelt aBd ,
mourning chain, an afternoon dress, a blue star hanky, a mink stole, ora | Harry S. Truman during
buttonhook, stop by the museum, located at 509 Main Street West. World War II.

Reuben Pingel, at 102, is the last surviving ore

puncher in Ashland's his
er? Well, these were burly, hardiorking musclemen
with families to feed. T

docks from the late 19th
century until 1965. They
worked 8 to 12-hour days,
sometimes seven days a
week, wielding eighfoot-
long steel bars that weighed
more than 30 pounds.

To do their work, the ore punchers perched precari-

She wondt be t h edollareilBut o cOSY§] eigpipch wopdgn planks atop the ore cars.

nearly 60 years ago, she was the most famous
face in town and the honored guest of the City of
Ashland. She was Eleanor Roosevelt (third from
the left, above) wife of President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, and she had spent 12 years in the
White House as the longesserving First Lady in
United States history.

ach car had a traploor at the bottom that, when
opened, would allow the iron ore to fall down into
the huge pockets on the sides of the ore dock.

More often than not, the ore refused to cooperate.
So the ore punchers used those heavy bars to literal-
ly punch the stubborn ore that would sometimes

clog the opening at the bottom of each car.
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