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    By Richard J. Pufall  
Museum Manager 

 

F 
ew would expect one of the worst 
days in Museum history to turn 
into one of the best before the 
clock struck midnight. But thatôs 
exactly what happened on July 1.  

   The Ashland Historical Society Muse-
um has been around for 62 years, so itôs a 
bit presumptuous of me to speak authori-
tatively about all the challenges to surviv-
al this institution has endured. After all, I 
had just become museum manager on 
February 29. So what do I know! 

   Well, I know about that first day of July 
when Richards Management served the 
Museum with a bold and cold, one-page 
notice, headlined: ñ28 Day Notice Termi-
nating Tenancy.ò 
   That was disappointing and not just be-
cause of the missing hyphen. 
   The notice, clearly a form letter to all 
tenants of our building at 509 Main Street 
West, went on to read that if we werenôt 
out of here by July 31, our monthly rent 
would double. 
   Now, to our many friends, supporters 
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Our new home!  
 Eviction opens doors to better days ahead 

Commentary 

Museum file photo 
The Ashland Historical Society Museumôs new address: 216 Main Street West. 



Presidentõs Corner 
  

Mission 

Statement  

 

The Ashland Historical 

Society, a non -profit 

volunteer organization 

promotes the 

appreciation of local 

history and pride of 

community through a 

visual connection to the 

past by collecting and 

preserving 

memorabilia and 

artifacts, stories and 

traditions and by 

functioning as an 

educational resource.  
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Ashland Historical Society 

Board of Directors 

 

Tory Stroshane, President 

 

Kathy Culligan, Vice Pres. 

 

Barbara Suminski, Treasurer 

 

Jeff Cate 

 

Joan Haukaas 

 

Bob Klamerus 

 

Ed Monroe 

 

Elizabeth Preston 

 

Amy Tromberg 

 
Museum Manager 

 

Richard J. Pufall 

We have grown through  

the energy, support of many 

 

A 
s I sit down to write, my 
thoughts are focused on how 
far the Ashland Historical So-
ciety and Museum have come 

in the last 16 years.    
   Although I became a member of the 
AHSM in the 1970s, it wasnôt until I be-
came a member of the board in 2000 that 
I was more involved. At that time, the 
AHSM had just moved out of the Wil-
marth Mansion into the building we now 
are vacating and we were recovering from 
some financial distress. 
   In the last 16 years, the AHSM has been 
able to support several curators: Sharon 
Manthei, Danielle Vanderscheuren and 
Amy Tromberg. Jan Cameron was the 
interim manager after Amyôs stint as cu-
rator and now Richard Pufall is our muse-
um manager. 
   Sharon was on board when we moved 
into the technology age and she initiated 
several popular projects such as the annu-
al Cemetery Walk.  
   Danielle and Amy also served us well 
and their enthusiasm was catching. They 
helped set up the intern program where 
we have had interns from Northland Col-

lege and two Wisconsin Universities. 
   Our past presidents since 2000 include 
Edith Mahnke, Joan Haukaas, Shirley 
Collins, Brian Marriott, Alice Nelson and 
then myself. 
   We have been blessed with dedicated 
board members over the years and they 
have worked hard to promote the AHSM 
and the history of the area. 
   We have had many loyal volunteers and 
we wouldnôt survive without them. They 
have done such jobs as accessioning 
items into the collection, worked at the 
front desk, done research, cleaned the 
building and been there for us in any way 
they could. 
   We have developed wonderful partner-
ships with local businesses, the schools 
and hospital and local historical socie-
ties. Our research area and photo collec-
tion continue to be wonderful and im-
portant resources. 
   As we move into the next chapter of the 
AHSM in our new location, I want to 
thank the many folks who volunteered to 
help us and those of you who continue to 
support us. The offers of help and encour-
agement given were very gratifying. 

    By Amy Tromberg  
Board Member 

    
   The Ashland Historical Society Muse-
um applied for a Wisconsin Historical 
Society (WHS) and Wisconsin Council 
for Local History Affiliate Mini-Grant for 
Collections Care and Management this 
spring. We are pleased to announce that 
we were awarded our mini-grant. 
   The Mini-Grant Program supports pro-
jects and activities that strengthen a local  
 

Museum awarded mini -grant   
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This is an example of an acid-free  

archival textile box. 
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New Displays at the Museum 

Museum file photo 
John F. Kennedy, while campaigning for the Presidency of the United States in 
March of 1960, visits Ashland and delivers a speech in front of the Ashland Coun-
ty Court House on March 18. Seated directly behind Kennedy is Ashland Mayor 
Harry Simon.  At left, Kennedyôs wife, Jacqueline, chats with Ashland attorney 
Thomas Anich. To the far left is Mayor Ivan Nestingen of Madison. This image is a 
featured photo in the Ashland Historical Society Museumôs 2017 calendar.  

Bay City ... before it was Ashland  

 

In 1857, Ashland was more a dream than a reality. In fact, in those days our 

town was called Bay City. In June of 1857, when just a handful of people lived 

here, Henry Merryweather, a civil and mine engineer from Ontonagon, Mich., 

drew this detailed plat map of the land that would become Ashland. Museum 

volunteer Rose Knapp stands next to the map, and points to the details, which 

can be viewed up close at the Ashland Historical Society Museum, located at 

216 Main Street West. The museum is open from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-

Friday and from 10 a.m.�²2 p.m. on Saturdays. 
Jim Goeltz, the man who named Ashland High 
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Senior wheelsman 
Johnny Simmons of 
Ashland, below, was 
among the 29 crew-
men who lost their 
lives when the SS Ed-
mund Fitzgerald sank 
in Lake Superior on 
Nov. 10, 1975. 


